
Messianic Prophecies in Isaiah #12:   Christ the Redeemer 

 

What does the word “redeem” mean?    Primarily it means “to buy back”.  

Example 1: Redemption of the firstborn. Because the LORD passed over the firstborn of Israel in the last plague 
of Egypt, he said that therefore the firstborn of Israel belonged to him, both man and beast (Ex. 13:2, 11-15). How 
this affected them depended on what the firstborn was:  

• “Clean” animals, like sheep, goats, and cattle – these were to be offered as sacrifices to God 

• “Unclean” animals, like donkeys or camels – these were not appropriate for sacrifice, so had to be 
“redeemed” by the offering of a lamb, or else have their necks broken. 

• Children – these were obviously not to be sacrificed, so there needed to be “redeemed” by a 5-shekel 
payment (Num. 18:15-16). 

Example 2: Redemption of a slave. Lev. 25:47-52. If someone in destitution sold himself into slavery, he could be 
redeemed from slavery by money payment made by a relative (or even himself, if his circumstances improve). 

Example 3: Redemption of property. Lev. 27 – If a man sanctified his house or a field to the LORD, he could 
redeem it (buy it back), but the cost would be its original estimation plus a fifth.  

Similarly, if someone had to sell their property, it could be bought back. e.g., the story of Ruth.  

Example 4: Redemption of a tithe or vow. Lev. 27:30-33 The tithe belonged to the LORD. It was possible to buy it 
back, but again, at an additional fifth. 

But the Bible itself applies redemption in a spiritual sense, and this is what we see in Isaiah. God would redeem 
his people from their bondage and from the effects of their sins. 

Isa. 43:1 – “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear 
not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.” 

Isa. 44:6 – “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am 
the last; and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.” 

Isa. 47:4 – “As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.” 

Isa. 49:7 – “Thus saith the LORD, the redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to 
him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, 
because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel; and he shall choose thee.” 

Isa. 49:26 – “… and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of 
Jacob.” 

Isa. 52:3 – “For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without 
money.” 

Isa. 54:5 – “For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
Israel; the God of the whole earth shall he be called.” 

Isa. 59:19-20 – “So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the 
sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. And 
the Redeemer shall come in Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.” 

Another favorite verse of mine is Ps. 107:2 – “Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy.” 

So what does the Bible mean when it calls God our redeemer? People have sold themselves to sin and idolatry. 
They have traded their freedom and purity for the “pleasures” of sin. Historically this resulted in national 
enslavements to other nations, as in the book of Judges, and eventually the Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, and 
Romans. Today it includes all kinds of addictions, and enslavements to self-serving but fruitless distractions.  

1 K. 21:20, 25 – king Ahab “sold himself to do evil in the sight of the LORD.” 

Isa. 52:3 – “Ye have sold yourselves for nought” 



In this sense, we cannot redeem ourselves (Ps. 49:6-9). God alone is our redeemer, through Christ.  

1. His life was given as a ransom to purchase our freedom. The Greek means the price for redeeming; a ransom. 
This “ransom” was certainly not paid to the devil, as if he would somehow profit. Rather, it is a satisfaction of 
the justice of God. Justice demands a penalty for sin, and that penalty was paid for us, by Christ. 

Mt. 20:28  – “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.” 

2. This redemption was made at the cost of his own blood. 

Ac. 20:28 – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the flock of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 

Rom. 3:23-25 – “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God: Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the redemption of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God;” 

1 P. 1:18-19 – “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” 

Col. 1:14 – “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” 

Rev. 5:9 – “And they sang a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation;” 

3. This redemption was a purchase   (see Isa. 43:1 and Ac. 20:28 above) 

1 Cor. 6:19-20 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

4. This redemption was a release from our bondage to the law and its penalties. 

Gal. 3:13 – “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 

Gal. 4:4-5 – “But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 

Heb. 9:12-15 – “Neither by the blood of bulls and calves, but by his own blood he entered into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. …How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, 
for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheritance.” 

5. The effect of that redemption is to enable us to become God’s sons, by adoption (Gal. 4:4-5, above) 

6. The scope of that redemption and its reward is an eternal inheritance  (Heb. 9:15, above) 

7. Just as there is both a present and a future aspect to the Kingdom of God, so with redemption. We are 
already redeemed, but the full manifestation of that redemption is future. We have been delivered from 
the power of sin, but in the end, we will be delivered from all corruption and mortality. 

Eph. 4:30 – “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 

8. The result of redemption is to enable us to live holy lives. 

Tit. 2:14 – “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

 

Sunday school teaching notes are available at:   https://hnslack.wixsite.com/mysite 
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