Prayers of Intercession #3

In 1 Tim. 2:8 it says “l will that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands...”. Why holy hands? because God is a
holy God who commands us to be holy. 1 P. 1:15-16 In fact, that is the purpose of the Holy Spirit baptism — not
just for power to witness, not just for tongues or other gifts, not to “bless us” or make us happy. He comes to
make us like he is —HOLY.

What does holiness mean? The real root of the matter is separation — holy objects, holy places, holy people, holy
days, etc. are called that because they are set apart for God alone. Holiness is God’s over-arching attribute,
because he is wholly other-than, or set apart from, his creation. He is holy in his omnipotence, holy in justice, holy
in truth, holy in his eternality, holy in love, etc. Holiness is the one thing that ties all his attributes together.

In the previous teachings we looked at what intercession is, who intercedes for us, for whom we should intercede,
why we intercede, and how to intercede.

Who Can Intercede?

The trivial answer is “everyone”, but not everyone is living a life that enables them to intercede for others. In fact,
most don’t even have the desire. Will God listen to someone who would rather be somewhere else?

There are conditions for effective intercession:

1. Obviously one must be a born-again believer and serious about living for God, not just a “Christmas-and-
Easter” Christian.

2. We need the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. How can we expect the Holy Spirit to move in and through us if
we do not have him in us? (having the Spirit with you is not the same as having him in you —In. 14:17)

3. We need to be yielded to the Holy Spirit — God can use a serious Christian who maybe doesn’t even know
about the Baptism, more than someone who has received but is just “sitting on the experience”.

Jesus gave great promises of answered prayer in Jn. 14-16 (like “If ye ask anything in my name, | will do
it”), but who was he addressing? Not the multitudes who followed him for bread and signs, but his
disciples who lived, ate, and talked with him. Those promises are not limited to his original disciples, they
are for us too, but only if we are like them — total followers of Christ, and not just living for a comfortable
life here and now.

4. We must be living “the crucified life”.

Lk. 9:23-24 — “_..If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me. For whosoever will save his life, shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake,
the same shall save it.”

How does it make sense to speak of a crucified life, since crucifixion is death? It is because it doesn’t mean
physical death (you cannot do that daily), but putting to death the self-will of your old life. It is “putting off
the old man” and “putting on the new man”.

| Cor. 15:31 — Paul said “I die daily”. Every day was a choice for Paul to follow Christ wherever he led,
regardless of the hardships, beatings, canings, shipwrecks, etc.

Gal. 2:20 — “l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for

”

me.
What needs to be put to death on the cross?
a. Love of self
Lk. 9:23 — “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself”

Lk. 14:26-27 — “If any man come to me, and hate not ... yea, and his own life also, he cannot
be my disciple”




Living for self is the one thing that characterizes almost all men. Even some of our supposedly
generous or protective actions can be tainted with self. We must put that to death and realize
that from now on we are to live for Christ alone.

b. The desire to govern ourselves

1 Cor. 6:19-20 — “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

We have a natural desire to want to run our own lives, make our own decisions, and say
“You're not the boss of me!”. But after we have been redeemed by Christ, we should subnit
our wills to him in everything, and to see ourselves, not as totally independent beings who
choose only what is best for us, but as those who now belong to another. We have been
bought; we belong to Christ; our lives are to be lived not for our own interests, but for his.

c. Love of money
Do you see money and possessions as yours, or yourself as a steward of what God has given?

1 Tim. 6:5-10 — “...supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. But godliness
with contentment is great gain. ...But they that will be rich [are determined to be; have set it
as their goal] fall into temptation and a snare. and into many foolish and hurtful lists, which
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil ...”

d. Personal ambition, concern for reputation

Jn. 12:42-43 — “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him: but because
of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. For
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”

e. Natural affection for parents and loved ones

Lk. 14:26-27 — “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

Ps. 27:8, 10 — “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD,
will | seek. ... When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.”

f. Appetites of the body

Put aside the sins of the flesh — pornography, fornication, self-abuse, gluttony, substance
abuse, and any other addiction. If you do those things, you are a slave to them. We on the
other hand, should be yielding our members (body parts) to him.

Rom. 6:6-16 — “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. ... Likewise reckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God,
as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God.”

g. Love of life itself

Rev. 12:11 — “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony: and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

5. We must obey God. If God has shown you something and you ignore it, you will have no power in prayer.

6. We must be abiding in the Vine. The only way we can bear real fruit (including answered prayers) is to be
cut off from our old life, be grafted on to the Vine, and live every day receiving his life.
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