Ps. 119:97-104

We are not to look at the Bible as an obligation, or as just another book. It is THE book, God’s
revelation to us. It is to be in our minds and meditations constantly. But this section of scripture
shows that some of what we must know of God cannot come from mere reading. To reading must be
added actual experience:

meditation on his commands (v.97)

constancy (v. 98)

meditation on his faithfulness (v. 99)

obedience (v. 100)

avoidance of evil (v.101)

faithfulness to his Word (v. 102)

enthusiasm (v.103)

hatred of every alternative to Christ (v. 104)

There are other life experiences that teach us who God is and what He expects, like chastening
(v.67,71) and communion with God, but for now let’s stick with verses 97-104.
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Meditation on his Commands

97 - O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
The “law” represents what God commands. It is how God tells us to live our lives. We
come to know God, not by blind obedience, but by meditating on what He has commanded.

Constancy
98 - Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever
with me.
Who is “ever with me”? his enemies? No, God’s commandments. They are always there in
our minds, guiding us as to how we should behave and conduct our lives.

Verses 98-100 sound arrogant, but they obviously aren’t, or it wouldn’t be rightly commended as
wisdom.
True wisdom is from God. He chooses the foolish, and gives to them true wisdom, to bring
to nothing the haughty wisdom of the learned.
1 Cor. 1:26-30 - Christ Jesus is made unto us wisdom ...
Jn. 9:24-38 is a perfect example (the blind man that Jesus healed)

Meditation on his Faithfulness

99 - | have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.
How canthisbe? Itis possible to teach merely what we objectively know, but without any
feeling or genuine intensity. True wisdom comes not from mere instruction, or a passing
along of information about God, but from actual experience. We learn by going through
life and seeing God’s faithfulness in all kinds of trials. This is greater than someone just
spouting off dead doctrine.

Obedience

100 - I understand more than the ancients, because | keep thy precepts.
We certainly understand more than the people who lived long ago because we have the
advantage (and responsibility) of greater revelation. But “ancients” could also refer to the
aged members of your own generation. e.g., Jer. 19:1
Even though we often associate wisdom with the aged, because of their long life and
experience, Yyet not every old person is wise. Some are very foolish, and childish - not out
of senility, but they have never really grown up spiritually. A young person who obeys God
(“keeps his precepts”) is very much wiser than the old person who has spent a lifetime
resisting God, believing lies, or just “going with the flow”.

Even though we have been totally released from the bondage to the law (which we were
unable to keep), yet Christ gives us commandments all through the NT, and expects us to
pay attention and do them. If we don’t keep his commandments, then we don’t love him.
We are never saved by keeping his commandments, but those who ignore what Jesus said
DO NOT love him, no matter what they say or sing. Jn. 14:21, 24; 15:10-12, 14, 17




Avoidance of Evil

101 - I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.
Prov. 1:10 - My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.
Prov. 23:17 - Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day
long.
1 Cor. 6:14 - flee fornication
If we allow ourselves to be overcome by sin, then we obviously will not be keeping His
word. Conversely, if we keep His word, we will be stronger and more able to resist sin.

Faithfulness to His Word

102 - I have not departed from thy judgments, for thou hast taught me.
God is our teacher. If we allow Him to teach us, by listening to Him, and yielding to the
Spirit, then we will not be of those that turn back.

God teaches us in our private times with Him in the Word and prayer, but also through
other people, and sometimes even our enemies.

Enthusiasm

103 - How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Sweetness is pleasant: God’s Word should be pleasing and sweet to the soul. If you avoid
certain books or sections (like Revelation, or Acts, or the OT), then there is something
wrong. The fact that it makes you uncomfortable means that in your heart you know you
aren’t lining up with it, or else that you are not really comfortable with your interpretation
of it, and don’t want to face up to the possibility of being wrong.

Sweetness also gives energy: Our spiritual lives should be energized by our time in the
Word, and meditation. If your general outlook on life is blasé, apathetic, or negative, then
you aren’t tasting the sweetness of God’s Word and allowing it to change you.

Hatred of Every Alternative to Christ

104 - Through thy precepts | get understanding: therefore | hate every false way.
Lk. 14:26-27

To know the truth is to hate falsehood. We are right to hate the doctrines of Catholicism, of
Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Judaism, Islam, modernism, humanism, and even the
religious errors being taught by some Charismatics and Fundamentalists. HOWEVER, that
does not in any way mean that we hate the people that are enslaved by those errors. If we
allow our disgust and hatred of their beliefs to affect our love and concern for their persons,
God will never be able to use us for their deliverance.



