The Things That are Revealed

Dt. 29:29 — The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong
unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.

Meaning:

1.

God has not revealed all truth to us, but all the truth that we need to know, and all truth that we are
capable of understanding, in this life.

Some things we should NOT be trying to discover. This is why God condemns all forms of fortune-
telling, necromancy, etc.

The purpose of God's revelation of truth is so we can “do all the words of this law”. It is not enough
just to know the truth — we are to obey it. (Jn. 14:21-24, 1 Jn. 2:17)

We are responsible, not just for what we actually know, but for what we should know.

We are responsible to pass the truth along to the following generations.

Implication: We should not be satisfied with the "lowest common denominator" of doctrinal belief. If all God
wants us to agree on is "God loves you" and "Jesus died to forgive us of sins", then He could have given us a
tract, not a whole Bible. If something is in the Bible, we should make every effort to understand it accurately,
and then to conform our lives to it.

Many people give up too soon, and say "Well, we will just have to agree to disagree". That may be true, but it
should be the last resort for peaceful coexistence, not a substitute for diligent seeking of the truth. Often
what it really means is "l don't care what you or the Bible says, | don't believe it that way. | am unwilling to
honestly face my ignorance, so bug off!"

Why is there so much disagreement in churches, and through church history?

1.

2.

Honest disagreements - we are individual people, of varying backgrounds, intellectual capacity,
spiritual zeal, and at varying levels of spiritual maturity.
Dishonest, uninformed, or ignorant disagreements

a. Some do not see the Word as an authoritative standard

b. Unwilling to consider another viewpoint (by stubbornness, pride, or arrogance)

c. Spiritual momentum ("this is the way we have always done (or believed) it")
Human incapacity - trying to know everything about everything is like trying to flex all your muscles
at once.
Spiritual myopia - a group of people (denomination) becomes so intensely focused on one aspect of
the Word that they ignore or lose sight of other truths from the Word, especially those that would
be a counter-balance to their pet doctrine. As church history reveals, some denominations have
been used by God to preserve "their" area of truth until the rest of Christianity is ready to receive it.
Devil-inspired strife

Is disagreement inevitable and unresolvable in this life?

1.

In some sense it is. We should understand that the centuries-long buildup of truths, errors, and
partial truths is too big for one person or one group of people ever to resolve. Only God is capable of
tearing down the walls of error and ignorance, and replacing it with right understanding from His
Word.

This is not a failure of God's plan. On the contrary, we can see it as a test, much like the presence of
sin and temptation in the world. In the presence of wrong teachings, will we His people be seekers of
the truth, or mere followers, "going with the flow"?

We can seek truth for ourselves, but we cannot force others to agree with us. Some people not only
disagree, but have no desire or willingness to even address an issue.



Specific differences can sometimes be resolved, but what is required?

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Confidence in the Word as the only standard of truth. If you cannot agree that the Word is the only
real basis for argument, you are wasting your time.

Use all the Word, not just one set of proof texts. If a position that is supported by one set of verses is
contradicted by another, than you are not done.

Humility (willingness to admit wrong if necessary; willingness not to "rub it in" if others are shown to
be wrong)

Honesty (no excuse-making; no stubborn clinging to invalid arguments)

Prayerfulness and spiritual maturity

Realization that most questions are not black and white, "either this or that", but some combination,
or perhaps there is a larger truth or principle that brings the others into agreement.

Don't fall into the trap of assuming you know what someone believes on one thing based on what
they believe on something else. e.g., belief in Biblical predestination does not require a belief in
fatalism;

Even though some argument is inconsistent or faulty, it may be possible that there are elements of
truth in what they are saying. Be willing to admit that they may have a valid point, even if it leads
them to a faulty conclusion.

Avoid logical fallacies. For example, "God loves mankind, so therefore He would not send anyone to
hell". God made us rational beings, and He expects us to use our intellects. Logic is not bad in itself -
it is not necessarily in conflict with faith.

Do not be prematurely turned against a position, just because its proponents are obviously wrong
about something else. Ask yourself, are their beliefs about A and B inseparable, or is it possible to
believe one without the other? Just because someone is wrong about something does not mean
they are wrong about everything.

a. Itiserrorto say you aren't saved because you don't speak in tongues, but it does not follow
that tongues is wrong. It is possible to believe in and experience "tongues as the evidence
of the baptism" without seeing it as evidence of salvation.

b. An amillennialist may be wrong on end-time issues, but that doesn't mean they can't teach
you something in other areas.

Don’t take the behaviour or beliefs of one or a few people as necessarily representative of the
group.

Try to identify the root of your disagreements, Otherwise you will be wasting time arguing about
peripheral issues.

Make sure you agree on your definitions. Many arguments are caused because people are using the
same words but don't mean the same thing by them.

Unfortunately, it seems to be rare when all the people involved in a dispute can rise above our character
flaws and honestly argue an issue to a conclusion without hard feelings.



