The River of God

In the previous lesson (“Living Water, or Broken Cisterns”), we looked at Jer. 2:13 — “For my people have
committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water.” The main lessons were that there is a fountain of living water, that it is living
water, and that God himself is the source of that living water. Yet many people reject that fountain, and hew out
cisterns, and even broken ones. The broken cisterns may be idolatry, denominationalism, or a stale personal
experience that only looks at the past, without a daily and active drawing of the water of life from Christ and the
Holy Spirit within us.

The Spanish explorers are said to have been seeking a fountain of youth, but what men need is life, not youth.

Besides this figure of a fountain, or spring of constantly flowing water, the Bible also speaks of it as a river. The
fountain produces the river.

What is “the River of God”?

In the past and present, it can be physical water, as a figure of what is to come
Ps. 105:41 —“He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.”

This psalm is reciting the things they went through in the wilderness, and how God provided water out of
the rock by Moses (Num. 20). But 1 Cor. 10:4 plainly applies this to Christ, that they “did all drink the same
spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.”

Ps. 65:9 — “Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full
of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.”

| can easily interpret this both literally and figuratively. God gives literal rain to his people, and even to his
enemies (Mt. 5), so the river of God here can refer to normal rainfall (see 65:10-13). But God has also
“visited the earth” through Christ and has enriched his people with the living water of In. 4 and 7.

Isa. 43:19-20 — “Behold, | will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? | will even make a
way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. ... because | give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen.”

Again, | can see this as being literal water, as a renewing of the land of Israel from desert desolation to
fruitfulness, but also as spiritual life and refreshment. When we are facing great hardships, confusion, or
dryness, we should look to Christ for that living water springing up from within.

In the present it is a figure, as representing the life and light of God springing up from the Holy Spirit inside us,
for spiritual comfort, refreshing, growth, and fruitfulness.

Ps. 36:8-9 — “... thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life: in
thy light shall we see light.”  This fountain is not mere water, but life! Eternal life!

His pleasures: Ps.94:17-19 — “... In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.”

In. 4:9-14 — Jesus is the giver of living water, which shall be in us, a well of water springing up into everlasting
life. It is constantly flowing and available.

Jn. 7:37-39 — “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” The source of this water is within us. How can this
be? Because God himself dwells in us, and we in him. Christ dwells in our hearts by faith, and we now have
the Holy Spirit in us.

In the future it is literal water but somehow vastly different from the water we now know.

Ps. 46:4-5 — “There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of the most High. God is in the midst of her ...”

It is evident that “the city of God” is not referring to the literal Jerusalem back then or even now, because
here it has no river. | believe it means the heavenly city, the city that Abraham and the Fathers sought, the



“city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). In that city, and the
heavenly tabernacle or temple, there is a river for the delight of God’s resurrected people.

In the Millennium

It could also refer to the Millennium, during which time Christ will be reigning in Jerusalem over the whole
earth which will have been restored to peace and abundance under his righteous rule.

Ezek. 40-48 is in many ways a puzzling section of scripture, but apparently speaks of a new temple and temple
service during the millennium. In 47:1-12 it speaks of a river flowing out of the house (temple) from the altar.
It is measured at 1000 cubit intervals, and it increases from ankle deep, to knee-deep, then to the loins, and
then so deep that it could not be passed over. The river is lined with many trees, and as it flows down to what
is now the Dead Sea, “the waters shall be healed”. The river produces life wherever it goes, and contains fish
of so many kinds it will be like the ocean. There are even fishermen using nets. The trees on the edge
constantly produce food for all, without fading. Apparently there will be no “off season”, but the fruit may
vary by month. The fruit will be for food, and the leaves for medicine.

Zech. 14:8-9 — “And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward
the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the LORD
shall be king over all the earth ...”

That millennial water flowing from the new temple will be “living water”, and will flow both to the
Mediterranean Sea (“the former sea”), and to the Dead Sea (“the hinder sea”). Unlike today, where the
rivers of Israel are “wadis” that flow freely in one season and are just dry creek beds in others, this river
will flow year round. Why? Because it is not coming from seasonal rains, but from the Lamb on the
throne.

Joel 3:18 — “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills
shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth out of
the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim.”

Shittim appears to be a little north of the Dead Sea and on the east side of the Jordan. This area would
benefit from the “freshening” of the Dead Sea as described in Ezek. 47 and Zech. 14. This river quite
literally produces life wherever it flows.

Zech. 13:1 — “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.”

This shows that the river is not only for physical life and fruit-bearing, but is also used to describe the
fountain of forgiveness provided by the blood of Jesus.

Rev. 7:16-17 — “They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor
any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

This refers to the great multitude of martyrs that come out of the great Tribulation and are serving God in
his temple.

In “Heaven”, the New Jerusalem, and the new earth

Rev. 22:1-2 — “And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life,
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations.”

Our knowledge of the Millennium and the eternal state is necessarily limited, but God has put enough in
the Word to whet our appetites. At least we know that we will be forever satisfied with this water of life.

Rev. 21:6 — “And he said unto me, It is done. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. | will give
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.”
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