Voices from Heaven #2: Worship in the Face of God’s Great Judgments

Last time we saw from the book of Revelation the examples of voices from heaven (angels, elders, and saints)
crying out to God in praise of his holiness and worthiness, and ascribing to him all blessing, honor, glory and
power. This time we will look at another type of pronouncements, those dealing with the great judgments of God
in the earth, specifically at the time of the end, the “Great Tribulation” which precedes the triumphant return of
Christ to defeat his enemies and set up the outwardly visible kingdom of God on the earth, with Christ reigning
quite literally out of Jerusalem over all the earth.

These examples can be further divided into several categories:
1. Appeals to God for justice and vengeance

6:9-11 — “And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost not thou judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them,
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”

Note that these are concerning “those that dwell on the earth” (are still alive). Vast numbers of
martyrs will die during the Tribulation. But as Jesus warned of Jerusalem in Mt. 23:35 (“That upon you
may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias son of Berechias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.”), in the final
culmination of Tribulation, there will be a retribution for all the martyrdoms of the centuries.

Why don’t they just “turn the other cheek” and forgive? The offenses were not mere slights of
personal offense, but a war on Christ himself. In any case, we should not presume to judge what is
plainly stated here without a hint of rebuke. The cries of God’s people really do touch God (e.g., the
children of Israel in Egypt, and the afflictions during the time of the judges). God does see the
injustices and cruelties inflicted on us, and he will respond in a proper time and manner. Gen. 31:12 —
God told Jacob, “for | have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.”

Dt. 32:35 — “To me belongeth vengeance and recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the
day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that come upon them make haste.”

Rom. 12:19 - “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay”, saith the Lord.

At the very least, this should help us pray for our enemies, that they would repent, because if not,
there eventually will be a fearful retribution.

2. Thanksgiving

11:17-18 — (the 24 elders) “Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast,
and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations
were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great, and shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth.”

They are thankful, not for personal blessings or protections received, but that God is displaying his
power against his enemies, and that the time of judgment is soon to come, both of good and of evil.
Man has, for centuries, wondered why God allows such evil to continue, but when the time is right,
there will be a final settling of accounts.

Ps. 2:1-12 describes man’s war against God, and his response



Why does it refer to “them that destroy the earth”? | suppose some may think of the physical
pollutions of men and industries, but that is not the intent. He is saying that men’s sins and rebellions
against God are bringing all the great and catastrophic judgments on the whole earth — destruction of
life in the sea, and the fresh waters, the burning up of crops and trees, the violent earthquakes and
wars, waters turned to blood, the killing of the third of animals, etc. (all the judgments described in
the book of Revelation). All those judgments will be destroying the earth because of man’s sin and
war against God!

3. Woe to the targets of God’s wrath

8:13 — “And | beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice,
Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the
three angels, which are yet to sound!”

These woes are proclaimed without sympathy — they are an expression of the magnitude and
inevitability of God’s judgments on the people of the world. It is saying that, as horrible as the first
four trumpet judgments will be (8:7-12), the remaining 3 trumpets will be even greater!

But not only will the woes come by the direct judgments of God, they will also come indirectly,
through the wrath of the devil.

12:9-12 — “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
And | heard a loud voice in heaven, Now is come salvation, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God
day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony:
and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in
them. Woe to the inhabitors of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you,
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

Presently Satan is allowed some access to the heavens (as seen in Job 1-2), and he occupies himself in
accusing us before God, as well as working to increase sin upon the earth, but there is coming a time
when he literally will be expelled from the heavens and must confine himself to the earth. This
humiliation, together with his knowledge that his time of free rebellion against God is ending, will
motivate him to take even more horrendous actions against those who live on the earth, especially
those who name the name of Christ.

All that we have seen in this lesson should encourage us that, no matter how long it seems, God is not
ignoring, and has not forgotten, the many offenses of men against him, and when he rises to the occasion,
will make a full, total, and final reckoning against men, the devil, and his angels. Why does God delay? Partly
to let sin “ripen” for the final harvest, but also out of mercy, to bring many people out of their sins through a
belief on Christ their Savior.

So what of you? Are you looking to Christ’s coming in joyful anticipation and confidence, or is it a fearful
anticipation of wrath? If the latter, respond now to the gospel — believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved. Behold, now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden
your hearts (Heb. 3:15).
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