The Dry Bones of Israel

We all have heard many times of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones, usually interpreted in terms of revival,
and the awakening of discouraged, or weary, or religion-bound souls to a living, joyous, and powerful state
through Christ. While | think such an interpretation is valid and useful, it is to miss the primary direction of the
vision, which is to the nation of Israel, not individual Christians or churches. This will become plain as we study it.

But first, a brief history of Israel. God chose Abraham and his descendants (“seed”) as a holy nation to himself.
Abraham —Isaac —Jacob — 12 sons became 12 tribes. Under Joseph they went down into Egypt , and 430 years
later came out in the Exodus, led by Moses (in the 1400’s BC). Judges, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon. Solomon’s
temple around 960 BC. After Solomon, the kingdom was split into Israel in the north, and Judah in the south.
Israel was consistently idolatrous from the first, and so was destroyed by the Assyrians in 722 BC. Judah had its
ups and downs but continued to get worse until they were defeated by the Babylonians (3 times, in 605, 597, and
586 BC). After 70 years captivity in Babylon, some returned by the decree of Cyrus, with Ezra and Nehemiah.
There were several centuries of domination by Greeks and Seleucids, a short time of independence after the
Maccabean revolt (167 — 37 BC), and then they had puppet rulers under the Romans. This is when Jesus came.
Having rejected Christ (not as individuals, but as a nation under Jewish priests), the city of Jerusalem was
destroyed by Titus in 70 AD. Even so, Jews enjoyed a measure of peace through most of the Roman empire until a
rebellion by Simon Bar Kokhba was ruthlessly put down by the Romans in 135 AD. Jews were driven out from
what was left of Jerusalem, and for the next 1900 years or so, they were dispersed throughout the world, often
severely persecuted, even (for shame!) by professing Christians.

Many or most Christians through the centuries have considered the Jews to have been totally rejected by God due
to their rejection of Christ. But though most had rejected Christ, God’s promise to Abraham and his seed stands
still, and there are many prophecies throughout the OT that speak of their repentance “even in the latter days”
(Dt. 4:29-31), and that God would stretch forth his hand the second time and bring them back to the land, from
“the four corners of the earth”. Now the first return was from Babylon, but the second return was always looked
for and expected, by the Jews themselves and even by Bible-reading Christians.

On this second return of the Jews to their land: Isa. 11:11-12; Hos. 3:4-5; Hos. 5:15 —6:2; Zech. 8:7-8; Lk. 21:24

On the eventual spiritual restoration of the Jewish people: Rom. 11 - the Jewish people as a whole were
temporarily set aside in unbelief to allow a time for the salvation of the Gentiles. But this time will have an end,
and there will be a great spiritual restoration of the Jews. See v. 25.

In the late 1800s, there arose the “Zionist Movement”, where many jews decided that they had had enough of
being persecuted in Europe and elsewhere, and started organizing to bring Jews back to the Holy Land. They
bought up land at exorbitant prices from Arabs that didn’t much care about the land anyway, as it was mostly a
malaria-infested, desolate, rocky, desert wilderness. They not only bought the land but determined to live there
and build it up by planting trees, irrigating, and farming it.

As a result of WW |, the British gained control of what was then called “Palestine”, from the Ottoman Empire.
They issued a “Balfour Declaration” in 1917 which recognized that the Jews had a historic right to the land, and
that Britain would act as caretakers to allow the repopulation and eventual control of the land by the Jews, as a
“national home”. Unfortunately, the Arabs who were on pretty good terms with their neighbor Jews in the early
1900s, gradually yielded to the intimidating tactics of other Arabs who hated the Jews, and over time, the British
came to favor the Arabs despite the Balfour Declaration. In fact by the end of WW Il they were doing everything
they could to keep Jews from immigrating, and even from defending themselves against murderous Arab attacks.
It escalated to the war of independence in 1948, in which by God’s grace and Providence the Jews prevailed,
followed by actual statehood in 1948. The city of Jerusalem was divided however, and Jews were not allowed into
the old part of the city. Other wars have followed, the most important being in 1967, when the remaining portion
of Jerusalem was taken from the Jordanians.



Now what has all this to do with Ezek. 37?

Ezek.36 speaks of a restoration and multiplication of the Jews in the land (36:8-11 and 21-38), and their cleansing,
and how God would give them a new heart and a new spirit. This context is relevant to Ezek. 37.

Initially, Ezekiel saw a whole valley of dry, scattered bones. As Ezekiel prophesied to them, there was a noise and a
shaking as the bones all came together (v. 7, as mere skeletons. Then he saw that sinews and flesh came upon
them (v. 8), but they were still dead bodies. In 9-10 he prophesied again, and breath (wind, spirit) came into them
and they lived, a great army. (note that wind, breath, spirit are all the same Hebrew word, “ruach”)

But the interpretation is not left to conjecture. In 11-14 it says that “these bones are the house of Israel”, that he
would bring them out of their graves and bring them to the land of Israel. He said he would put his spirit in them
and they would live, placed in their own land.

In “the Diaspora” the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world for about 1900 years, during which time
they were spiritually dead and dry — just a bunch of scattered bones. The coming together of the bones is the
Zionist gathering of Jews to the land, and the flesh and sinews describes the establishment of Israel as a nation
state. However, as we are aware, most of the people of Israel are definitely not Christians - many of them are not
even practicing Jews, and some are atheists. In the picture of Ezekiel, the nation is like bodies with no life.

The many promises of the end-time salvation of the Jews are disbelieved by many Christians, or spiritualized to
refer to the church. Of those who did believe it, there was the idea that spiritual salvation would precede their
restoration to the land. But no, God determined to bring them back first as an unbelieving (still non-Christian)
nation, and then in a mighty move of God in the last days, breathe the life of the Holy Spirit into them. When
Christ returns, they will look upon him whom they pierced, and mourn (Zech. 12:10). | would not limit their
salvation to that time however; it may well be that there will be a great revival and outpouring of the Spirit on the
Jewish people well before the end of Tribulation. Rev. 7 says God will seal 144,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel.

Does this mean ALL Jews will be saved? No, but that God has an elect remnant who he will preserve even through
the dark days of Tribulation judgments. We are still waiting for that breath to enter into them, but the time is
near.

Ezek. 37:15-24 goes on to describe through the illustration of two sticks, how God will take the two nations Israel
and Judah, separated since Solomon’s death, and bring them together again. God still knows who and where the
“lost tribes” of Israel are). They will be gathered together from every land, and dwell together in the land of Israel.
They will be “cleansed”, and God will be their God. They will live under their King (Jesus Christ) in faithful
obedience. This will be during the 1000 year Millennium spoken of in Rev. 20 and many other places.

Compare Ezek. 37:27 — “My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, | will be their God, and they shall be my
people.”
with Rev. 21:3 — “Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”



