Being an Overcomer #7

Church #5: Sardis — the Pseudo Church (Christian in Name Only) Rev. 3:1-6

Jesus describes himself as “he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars”

Commendations to the church: None, except for a few individualsin v. 4.

Rebukes: 3:1-2
“I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. ... for | have not found thy works perfect
before God.”

He always starts out “I know thy works”, but where to the other churches it seemed to be at least partly
commendatory, here it is just a part of the rebuke. Whatever works they had were just for show. However well they
had started out, at this point their “Christianity” was in name only. This is written, not to people who never knew the
truth, but to those who had had spiritual life, but allowed it to die. It appears that it was not merely neglect, but
hypocrisy — they hadn’t just dropped out and gone back to the world, but they stayed in the church and acted like all
was well.

This can be applied to

1.

Church history — there have been many centuries where genuine Christianity was quite rare, where the norm was
just institutional religion run by men who were themselves not even real Christians. This does not mean that there
were NO real Christians, even in the darkest of times (3:4 — “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have nor
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy.”

In 1 K. 19, Elijah was fleeing for his life from Jezebel, who was infuriated that he had killed her prophets of Baal
after the fire fell on his sacrifice. 19: 4 says he just wanted to die, because of discouragement (verses 10 and 14) -
Israel had forsaken God, thrown down his altars, and slain his prophets, and now Elijah said “I, even | only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away.”. But God told him in verse 18, “Yet | have left me seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.”

So God is sovereign, and HE reserves and preserves his faithful in all ages. He will not leave himself without witness
in the earth. When the Roman empire tried to wipe out the Christians, and later the institutional church tried to
silence true Christians and burn both Bibles and those who translated them, when the Soviets and the Chinese
Communists tried to stamp out secret churches, in all ages and countries, God causes His Word to prosper and to
bear fruit. He has called us from before the world, and He sustains the church through all.

Religious denominations — there are denominations that started out well, but today are completely “Ichabod” —
the glory has departed. They may continue as an organization, with robed ministers and all the forms and rituals of
worship, but the pews are almost empty because real Christians have seen that there is no life or light there. The
church is dead, but the institution keeps rolling along. The Spirit has departed, but the system is on life support.

Local churches — Sardis was a local church. How many times do you see empty church buildings? Those buildings
are like the skeletons of what perhaps was a living church that has passed on. They had not the means or the will
to perpetuate themselves through solid teaching, holy living, and evangelism. What happened to them? Some
members kept the faith until they died, but others could see that “the lampstand had been removed”, and so went
elsewhere, looking for fellowship and substance. The rest locked the doors on the way out.

Individuals — But this is where the rubber meets the road. It is individual people of whom God says, “You have a
name that thou livest, and art dead”, and it is individuals of whom he says “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis
which have not soiled their garments”

Leaders need to be careful not to overload the consciences of some super-sensitive souls who tend to be hyper-
critical and fearful of their own spiritual state, who have no confidence in their salvation and assurance of being
forgiven. But on the other hand we need to be honest with ourselves and ask whether or not our faith is genuine,
if it is living and growing, or fading and dying. Are we on the incline or the decline? Are we trying to live on past
blessings, or are we seeking fresh knowledge of the Saviour day by day?



How Should Overcomers Respond?

1.

3:2 - “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die”

To watch is to pay attention, like a guard on a night watch against enemies, or a householder against thieves. It is
often connected with prayer — “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” (Mt. 26:41).

2 Cor. 13:5 — “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?”

If you see that your spritual life is just about gone, then turn your attention away from the pursuits of this life,and
concentrate on what you have left. If your spiritual life is dry, then water it, with the Word and prayer. Be diligent
and repent. Do everything in your power to get it back. Ps.27:8 Jer. 29:13-14

3:3 — “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.”
Think on how life was when you first became a believer. Soften your heart and receive the Word. Remember and
recognize the truth; hold it fast. Turn back to God once more, and He will abundantly pardon.

Jer. 6:10-16 speaks of those whose ear is uncircumcised, to whom the word of the Lord is a reproach, who are
given to covetousness and falseness. They cry ‘Peace, peace’ when there is no peace. (“I am OK with God. He
made me the way | am, and loves me as | am. | have nothing to repent of.”) They are totally unashamed of sin and
cannot even blush. To them God offers “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

“Hold fast” means to hang on to what is really important while you let everything else go. What would you grab if
the house was on fire? What if it is your “spiritual house”? Some people will not hold fast to their Christianity even
in times of plenty, and in the absence of severe trial. They are tpoo busy to read the Bible or pray, too sleepy to go
to church, too distracted by worldly pursuits to pursue God.

Jesus’ parables liken the kingdom of God to the goodly pearl, or the treasure in the field, or the lost treasure.
“Repent”. This doesn’t mean a half-hearted apology and request for forgiveness, but a return to the attitudes and

desperate pursuit of God that you once experienced. It is a return to the old path — not the old ways of dead
tradititon, but to the paths of the Bible and the way of truth you once walked.



